University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiCen

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

7-26-1989

El Salvador: Leftist Coalition Leader Warns
Government Economic Policies Will Intensify
Political Crisis
Deborah Tyroler

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen
Recommended Citation
Tyroler, Deborah. "El Salvador: Leftist Coalition Leader Warns Government Economic Policies Will Intensify Political Crisis." (1989).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen/3218

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiCen by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 072453
ISSN: 1089-1560

El Salvador: Leftist Coalition Leader Warns Government
Economic Policies Will Intensify Political Crisis
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, July 26, 1989
At a press conference July 24 in San Salvador, Guillermo Ungo, leader of the Movimiento Nacional
Revolucionario (MNR), said President Alfredo Cristiani's economic program will only exacerbate
the country's political crisis and repression. He said that Salvadorans from the moderate right
to the radical left share opinions on the negative consequences of the government's economic
policies. Ungo, who also heads the Revolutionary Democratic Front (FDR), the rebels' political
ally organization, criticized statements made by Cristiani in a July 20 speech outlining gradual
"economic liberalization." According to Ungo, Cristiani's program would be more accurately
labled the "economic policy of social polarization." He warned that the economic measures will
"enhance conditions that could produce a social explosion." According to the MNR, price hikes for
public transportation, a floating exchange rate, and interest rate increases will raise living costs,
aggravate income and wealth inequities, and expand the legions of the poor. Ungo said, "We are
very concerned because the breakdown in peace negotiations combined with these economic
measures will lead to greater dissatisfaction and more incidents of open expression of protest.
Given the mentality of this government, this escalation in tension and protest will be interpreted
as subversion." Regarding the search for a negotiated solution to the war, Ungo said the Cristiani
government desires "dialogue to converse, not to negotiate." Realistic conditions for negotiation,
he said, must be identified and developed. Ungo said the MNR has pointed out that the FMLN has
presented several proposals. These proposals, he added, may be rejected or accepted, but they do
provide groundwork to enter into negotiations. (Basic data from Notimex, 07/24/89)
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